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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS
OF THE

I

STATE ·UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
Saturday, February 2'7, 1926 1 at 10:00
in Sara Raynolds Hall·, State University.

A. M.

Present:

Messrs. Nathan Jaf-fa, J. A.
Reidy, A. A. Sedillo, Charles
Lembke, Mrs. Frances Nixon,·
and President Hill.

A memorandum· :from Miss Parsons indicates

the following cash balances on this date:
-current bills February-unpaid.
Ref. : '70--10
Date: February 2'7, 1926
PM

I

Gen. Mtc. Fd.
Halls.:..-D.H. & R.H.
Bldgs.
S.D.&E. Emergcy
Certfcts. Dpst.
Mtc.
P.S.B. Fd~
s.s.R. Fd.
Breece Fd.
Insrnc. Fd.
Bldg. Fd.
Bonds
Trusts

$4,245 •.64
16'7.93

$4 .,4:13. 57

~~1, '7 50. 00

(On reverse of sheet were figures accounting for the expenditure of money received
:from Santa Fe.)
Pay Roll -FebPension (Hodgin)
Hopewell (Ath. Allowc)
Louise·Nichols
Mrs. L. B. Thompson
Elson H. Norris.
Salaries {Feb.)

I

1,610.21·
115.62
8.50
16.00
104.6'7
848.48
'7,922.10

10,695.58

Present

Ca.sh
Balances

outside Employment of
··
Faculty Members

The following letters from Messrs. Rockwood, Eyre, and Donnell, were called to
the attention of the Board.
Feb. 24, 1926.
Dr. D. s. Hill,
President Up.ivers_ity of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, N. M.

I

Dear Sir:
I wish to ask permission of the Board
of. Regents and the Pre.s.ident of the university to act as first Lt. in the National Guard ·company. There are·drills
four times a month, two on Friday nights
and.two on Sunday mornings. My duties
will be to teach signaling. There is
a small compensation which depends on
~he number of men at drill.

Yours truly,
R.

s.

Rockwood

February 25,_ 1926
The Board of Regents,
State University of New ~Texico·,
through·
President D. s. Hill.

I

Dear Sirs:
I have received notice from the Middle
Rio Grande Conservancy District through
Mr. James c. Smith, Secretary, that I
have been elected a member of the Board
of Consulting Eng'ineers for this District. I respectfully re~uest that I
may be allowed to accept thi~ appoint~
ment.

From th~ letter notifying_me of this appointment (a copy of which is attached)
I cannot tell how much of my tim~ w~ll
be requ~red for this work, but I judge
that it will not be excessive·•.. I believe
that the having of a member of the faculty o:h this Consulting Board will be
an ass e,t to. the University.
Yours very truly,
Thomas T. Eyre
Dean of Engineering.

I

,'!<· ... ',\ ,/'.
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•
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January. 28, 1926..

I

President David s. Hill,
State University of New Mexico.
Dear President Hill:
During the month of November I was asked
whether I would consider serving, upon
the retirement of the then incumbent of
the office, as Chief Signal Officer of
45th N.G. Division with Headquarter~ at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, inasmuch as my qualifications were such as were desired for
the po.si tion. I have previously. served
in the same capacity with the 99th Reserve Division in Pennsylvania.
I have recently been definitely tendered
the appointment, subject to my acceptance,
with a promotion from my pres~nt. ra~k to
that of Lieutenant Colonel.

I

It is my understanding that.the regulations governing the Faculty of the University require that no member thereof
enter any employment outside the Univers'ity without first receiving the permission of the Board of Regents and the
President.
In conform! ty with this regulation_ I am
hereby requesting permission to accept
the above named appointment.
This is a Federal Appointment made with
-the approval of the Commanding General
at Fort Sill. and the War Department at
Washington. The Oath of Office is taken
on War Dept. Form #337-l,A.G.O. The remuneration for the active ·service involved
is made by the War Department. The active
duty required is 1~ hours each week with
two weeks service at the Summer encampment.
The work will be done during the evening
and will not interfere .with my teaching.
Very sincerely,
Philip

I

s.

Donnell

Professor of Ele.ctrical Eng' g.
Upon motion of Dr. Reidy, seconded by
Mr. Lembke, it was unanimqusly resolved
that this request of the three men to
accept outside employm~nt is he~ebr
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granted, with the condition that the
outside employment will in no way conflict with the, duties and labors of
these members of the staff at the University.
Contr6v.ersy
·about
Presiden.t Hill

I

At this juncture .appeared voluntarily a
group:of citizens who desired to be
heard in behalf of President Hill.
Mr. Thomas F. Keleher, Jr. of.Albuquerque, a former member of the Board of
Regents, presented the gentlemen 'in
turn as follows:
Ex-Governor o. A. Larrazolo, who spoke
strongly in behalf of the work and record of President Hill.
·
Mr. J. H. Coons, General Manager for
New Mexico and Arizona of the Mutual
Life Insurance Company of New York,
followed Governor Larrazolo and spoke
in similar vein.
Mr. Louis McRae, Treasurer of the Louis
Ilfeld Company, spoke next, emphasiz~ng
the points of the ·preceding speakers
and expressing the hope that. President
Hill would remain for the sake of his
son, who was a student at the University.

I

Mr. E. C. Roberts-on, a former student,
accompanied by Messrs. William Sganzini and Robert Hopewell, also alumni,
appeared and spoke convincingly in behalf of President. Hill.
.
Mr. Louis Ilfeld of Albuquerque spoke,
stating .it would be a calamity fo~ the
institution and for the State if President Hill should go.
Th,e Reverend W~ A. Guy, pastor of the
Christian Church, pleaded that the
Board should determine this important
matter upon the basis of principle,
rather than upon pepsonalities.
The Honorable George s. Klock of Albuquerque spoke at considerable length,
and emphasized the efficiency and worth
of President Hill.
Mr. R. H. K.irk, former Registrar and
F..xecutive Asslstant, now Secretary of

I

T

~ ,.

:'

409:
the Albuque1•que Mortgage Company, spoke
almost affectionately of the .personal
side of his former chief •.

I

The Reverend H. A~ Cooper of the First
Presbyterian Church emphasized the necessity of regarding justice in this
matter, and the scholarship and morality
of President Hill, neither of which had
ever been questioned.
Senator Thaxton said he was present
only in the interest of justice and
fair play, and to say that reflections
upon President Hill were reflections
upon the Board.
Mr. Frank Hubbell, long a resident of
Albuquerque, spoke from the standpoint
of a taxpayer and· of the demonstrated
efficiency of this institution during
the past six years.
Mr. D. F. McDonald was present, also.

**

I

.

In addition to the speeches indicated
agove, two letters were read, one from
Mr. B•. c. :f!ernandez, read by Mr. Sedillo,
and one from ex-Governor o. A. Lar!"'azolo,
as follow:
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
February 26, 1926.
Hon. A. A. Sedillo,
Albuquerque,·N. M.
Dear Mr.

Sedillo~-

In reference to the hearings or· investigations that the Board of Regents
of the New Mexico University are having
in connection with the appointment of
its President for the ensuing term and
which the daily papers have mentioned
from time to time recently, beg to state:

I

First: That in my opinion the dismissal of Doctor.D. s. Hill now President
of the University would be a step backwards in the administration of the affairs. of this institution, would be illa:dvised from every view-point and would
work to the retardment of the institution in all its work.
Second: No one that knows anything about
· the management and administration of

**One speaker also said a
man downtown had boasted
hAd EOt two.presidents
the Un~vers1~v
Newth1s
. one.
ex1co
ana ne woulaof ~e~

~

410
the affairs of the Universitv can succ·essfully deny that Dr. Hill~ possesses
administrative ability of the,highest
order, that he is an educatorwell qualified to go into any of the educational
.institutions of this country today and
make good, the present Board of Regents
have written a splendid record ·during
the last four or five years of its tenure of office, and certainly it would
not be to the.credit of that wonderful
record to dismiss the one head of the
University that has helped to write
that record. It would pract.ically be
a repudiation of your own official acts
of the last four or fiv·e years.
Third: I understand· there are no charges
preferred against Dr. Hill', only that
some people with whom we.have no quarrel
desire a change in the Office of President. It seems to me it would be unwise
to discharge someone under fire from a
position which he has so ably· filled
just to please some folks who perhaps
imagine that someone else whom they ha"re
in mind can do as well and perhaps better, we do not know that, we kno\v what
we have how~ and certainly this would
be a c~se of swapping horses in the middle of the stream. The wonderful advancement of the ,University in all its
branches bears us out in the statement
that Dr. Hill has proven to be the proper man in the right. place. He has· brought
not only preffiige but actual money to the
Institution which no other Pres.ident has
accomplished in the history of the Institution. We certainly do not want to do
anythj_ng to retard that advancement. of
our University.
In explanation.for my writing at length
on this subject beg to state that I have
no interest whatsoever in anyone having
a position.· Dr. Hill can secure a position of equal or larger emoluments I
suppose any day. It would be our loss
not his to have him give up his splendid
work at this time. He migqt have made
mistakes, if he has we don't know of
them; but we·are certainly conscious and
aware of his achievements in line with
the administration of the affairs of
this the best educational institution 6f
our State. We have marked progress with
him let us keep the good work up. Poli-

I

I

I
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I

tics shov.ld not enter into the question
certainly have not during your administration as Regents of the University.
-Hoping that your associates on the Board
of Regents will coincide in our views
. and look only to the welfare of the University of New Mexico,- I am
Sincerely yours,·~

B.

c.

.

Hernandez

BCH:AHT
February 2'7,

19~6.

Hon. A. A. Sedillo,
Member Board of Regents,
University of New Mexico,
City.
Dear

I

I

M~.

Sedillo:

Upon my return.home, after an absence
of seven weeks, I was surprised to learn
that a movement has been started to remove Dr. David Spence Hill. as President
of the University of New Mexico. As I
have always taken a deep interest in the
steady progress of our institutions of
learning, I have made inquiries to ascertain what, if any, charges have been
made against Doctor Hill by those who
are seeking his removal, and my information is to the effect that the only
ground of complaint against him is, that
~ l! ~ popular.
As I am not much of a society rnan.myself, and but rarely attend any social
gatherings, I am not in a position to
know if Doctor Hill .is or is not a popular man; judging, however, from human
experience, and from the recorded facts
in history, I am willing to believe that
Doctor Hill is, in a measure, unpopular,
and that for the very reason that he has
proven himself to be a man of superior
ability and.efficiency in his chosen profession.
It may be a sad commentary on the gratitude of mankind, but it is a fact, that
about nine-tenths of the great benefactors of humanity in whose memory monuments have been raised among all the
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nations of the earth, did live and die
a martyr's life and death.
It is a known fact that during his incumbency as president of the University,
Dr. Hill has raised that institution to
its present high standing of efficiency,
so as to command,. as it does actually
command and receive, the respect of similar institutions throughout the country,
and we, the people of New Mexico, have a
right to feel proud, and I have no doubt
that the great majority of th~ people
of the State do feel proud, of our Universj_ ty.
If Dr. Hill has been so largely instrumental in raising that Institution to
its present hj_gh standing of efficiency,
why remove him simply because he is not
popular with a, small element or portion
of our social body. We are not looking
for society leaders to manage our colleges and other institutions of. learning,
we need and must have educators of the
very type and calibre of Dr. Hill, for
it is that class of men and not society
lions and exhibits that must train and
build up the American citizen of the future, if this government is to survive.

I

I

The injustice that would be done to Dr.
Hill by removing him might be overlooked,
because it is a matter of daily occurence
among men to see true worth and merit repaid with ingratitude, but the State can
not seewith indifference the incalculable
injury that would result to the University and to the cause of education, in
general throughout.the State, if the President of our highest institution of learning were to be removed, simply bec.ause he
is not popular with a few of, our citizens.
In conclusion, I beg ,to say that I am
speaking as a citizen of New, Mexico and
not as a personal friend of .Dr. Hill, because I have met the Doc.tor two or three
times only on matter.s relating to education and never socially •

..

I am very respectfully,

o.

A. l·arrazolo.

The hour of noon approaching, .Chairman
Jaffa announced that the matter would

I

'

I

·•

be weighed conscientiously and justly,
and that the decision was of great import to New Mexico, and assured those
present that the Board wanted to do
the right thing.
·
The Board adjourned until 2.P.M., it
being understood that Messrs. Hickey
and Botts desired to appear ·again
against President Hill~

Adjourned

At 2 P. M. the meeting re-convened.
Present were Messrs. Nathan Jaffa,
J. A. Reidy, A. A. Sedillo,. Mrs. Frances E. Nixon, Mr. Charles Lembke,
President Hill, and also Messrs. C.M.
Botts, M. E. Hickey, w. ·A. Keleher,
Louis McRae, and one or two gentlemen
whose names were not known.

Board-- o:r· ·
Regents rec.onvenes

Botts took up the memoranda presented to the Board by him and Mr.
Hickey when::he and>Mr'• ~,H:ickey and Mr.
Carl Magee had appeared on_Saturday,
February 20, and repeated the allegations, which they said they had not
desired to be made a matter of written,
formal record. The allegations were
with reference to the arrogance, unjust acts in dealing-with students and
faculty members, waste of money in publishing a statistical bulletin which
they alleged·on information to have
cost five hundred dollars, and untruthfulness of President Hill.
Mr~

I

President Hill ins~sted upon the specific nature of the allegation of untruthfulness, whereupon, ex-Judge Hickey
took the catalog and.endeavored to.show
that certain statistics were misleading
and untruthful. Mr. Jaffa, Chairman,
thereupon stated that many persons had
to do with the preparation of this catalog, including faculty members, .clerks,
· the Registrar, President Hill, and the
Board itself, and the responsibility
was shared by all.

I

41~t

President Hill interrupted first in
the endeavor to explain to the Judge
that he was under a misapprehension,
and then attempted to rebuke him for
alleging that differences of opinion
about statisti-cs should be made a matter of honesty or dishonesty, but sat

414.
down upon the advice of his attorney,
Mr. Keleher.
Mr. Botts insisted that the Board
shoul~ call in every_member of.the
faculty, one by one, and secretly,
tha-t . i~, without the presence of the
accused, Presid~nt Hill, or of any
on~ else, whereupon Mr. Keleher,
Attorney, exp~essed surprise that an
ex-Judge of the Supreme Coul"'t. should
insist upon such a procedure.

I

At.four o'clock r~r. Carl Magee appear~d at . the builc}ing a11-d sent . in,
a note to a member qf t~e Boar~, at.t~sting his adherence_to his formerly
expressed opinion that President Hill
should go.
· · ·
Waiting not far away were the Deans,
Messrs. Mitchell, Clark, and Eyre,
an~ finally they were requested by the
,Board to appea~ and to_say what they
would. This was done privately and
no record is available for these Minutes.
Adjourned

About six o'clock the Board adjourned
to m~et again in the office of Mr.·
Sedillo, at 8 P. M.

I

2/27/26, 8 P.M.

Decision
of the
Board

Appearing ~efore the Board separately
and privately were the following faculty members:
Associate Professor w. ~. Roloff,
Miss Wilma Shelton, Librarian, and
Supervisor of Women,
. Professor. Benjs.m;tn F •. Haught,
Instructor Tom L. Popejoy,
Associate Professor James F. Zinnner. man,
Assist~nt ProSessor Harry L. Dougherty.

Executive
Session

The Board remaine.d· in e·xecutive sess.ion until.ll P.M., wh~n President
Hill was invited in:and.his attention
was called to the following action of
the Board, namely:
Motion made'by Mr. Sedillo to
ret.ain Dr. Hill.. .Seconded by
Dr. Reidy. Motion put, the

I

.~\
.~).
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balloting resulting three yes,
two no. Carried.

I

President Hill asked for a few moments
to consider this matter and retired.
Returning, he requested to know whether
anything had been said 9r done that
would make it dishonorable for him to
recommend or to re-employ all members
of the faculty, and was answered in
the negative by the Chairman, all present acquiescing.
Thereupon, President Hill stated it
was his intention to offer re-employment, under. authorization of the Board,
to .all.regular, full-time members of
the staff. He spoke of the propriety
of asking .two of the Deans to take
professorships and to be relieved from
administrative duties, but the opinion
was expresse-d that -the time was not opportune for this action.
·

I

President Hill said thereupon that while
he did not 'understand that there were
any conditions except that of faithful
service attached to the affirmation of
his continued employment, nevertheless
he would endeavor to act in a magnamimous and generous spirit. He said that
he,intended to make a change in the
head of _the Summer Session, and in some
chairmanships, but probably that wouU..d
be all, for the good of' the institution.
President Hill also called attention
to the fact that he had not been employed one year at a time, but for an
indefinite number of years, his. salary
being designated as by the year, which
affirmation was accepted by the Board.
He also inquired whether the action
should be interpreted as in the nature
of an entire exoneration of himself,
and was told by the Board that the affirmation of his retention in itself
was intended_ to be an exoneration, arid
all present acquiesced.

I

He then thanked the Board for their
arduous labors, for their careful attention to this matter, and for the
support of him, and pledged his best
services to carry on the work of the
University harmoniously and effectively,

·.
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profiting by all mistakes that had
been made. He .formally a.ecepted the
resolution retaining andre-appointing him, under conditions indicated
above.
·
Salaries

I

President Hill requested that at least
$2,500 be set aside to be distributed
by him, under authorization of the
Board, !itS salary increases for members
of the staff for next year. · He stated
that he did not expect and would not
accept any increase in his,own salary.
Upon motion.of Mr. Lembke, seconded
by Dr. Reidy, this amount, $2,500, was
set aside to be distributed in the
judgment of President Hill.

Summer·
Session,
1926

Adjourned

Upon motion of Dr. Reidy, seconded
by Mrs. Nixon_, it was unanimously resolved to have a Summer Session in
1926. President Hill was authnrized.
:to.proceed with the organization of
the same, the appointment of a Director., and necessary members of the
Staff.

I

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 P.M.

Signed:

Date:

I
LMcD

